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Because it is Palm Sunday this morning, I want us to look at the Biblical focal point 

of Palm Sunday, the Triumphal Entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem. This is one of 

the few events in Christ’s life that is recorded in all four gospels, signifying that it 

is very important for us to understand in light of Jesus Christ’s broader ministry.  

Furthermore, to get an accurate picture of the events and their timing, and to put all 

four gospel accounts together, we will be reading, at times, from three of the four 

gospels. 

 

One of our objectives this morning is to look at how Jesus began and ended His 

ministry. Specifically, we want to look at what Jesus said about why He had come, 

and then look at how His ministry ended, to see if the mission had been fulfilled.  If 

so, how did He fulfill it, and why is this so vitally important to us today?  I believe 

Jesus has you here for a reason, so let’s see how His words in Scripture apply to us. 

 

If you have your Bibles with you, I invite you to open them to Luke 4, where we 

will look at the beginning of Christ’s ministry and why He said He came.  By this 

time in Luke’s gospel, Jesus had been baptized by John in the Jordan River. He 

then went into the wilderness for forty days and nights to be tempted by Satan.  

After He had withstood Satan’s deceptions and temptations, Jesus immediately 

headed to the district known as Galilee to begin his ministry.  His first stop was 

Nazareth, his small hometown, and our scene opens on the Sabbath in a synagogue. 

 

Jesus entered the synagogue and moved to the front, taking a seat with the other 

adult males.  A hush enveloped the room as the son of Mary and Joseph, a local 

well-known carpenter, took the book of Isaiah that was handed to Him.  All eyes 

were riveted on Him as He chose a passage from Isaiah and read these words 

recorded in Luke 4:18:  

 
18

The Spirit of the LORD is upon me,  

Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.   

He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives,  

And recovery of sight to the blind,  
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To set free those who are oppressed,  

19
To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD.  

Luke, in His recording of this scene, paraphrases what Jesus actually read that day 

from the scroll of Isaiah 61:1-2.  In other words, these words are not what the 

Spirit of God moved Isaiah to write.  Why would the Spirit of God lead Luke to 

paraphrase Isaiah rather than write the exact words of Jesus?  I don’t know.  I have 

my guess, but I will leave that for another time.  However, there is no question that 

by reading these words from Isaiah, Jesus was declaring Who He was, the Messiah, 

and what His ministry mission statement was.  So, if we want to see more clearly 

what Jesus intended us to understand about the purpose of His ministry, we need to 

go to Isaiah and read the prophet’s words for ourselves.  So let’s do that. Isaiah 

61:1-2: 
 

1
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,  

Because the LORD has anointed me  

To bring good news to the afflicted;  

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  

To proclaim liberty to captives  

And freedom to prisoners; 

2
 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD 

And the day of vengeance of our God;  

To comfort all who mourn.” 

Then, back in Luke 4:20, we read: 
 

20
And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; 

and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.  
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21

And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled 

in your hearing.”  

First, I want you to notice the words that I italicized for emphasis.  Each of these is 

a term that deals with the inner being, the heart.  The good news that Jesus brings 

was not meant to be a political statement about His rescuing the nation and setting 

the Jewish people free from their oppressors, as most Jews in all the synagogues 

that day had come to errantly believe Isaiah declared.  Instead, these words state 

that Jesus’ mission was to deal with the hearts of the human race. 

 

However, His listeners did not understand that. Generation after generation had 

yearned for a Messiah who would lead Israel out of subjugation to foreign 

oppressive powers.  At this time they expected and wanted their Messiah to be a 

political deliverer, a hero to relieve them from the oppression of the Romans.  Now 

their fellow Nazarene declared that He, a local carpenter, not a political figure or 

one who had military experience at all, was the one they had been waiting for.   

     

At this point, pandemonium broke out.  Everyone in the place began to seethe with 

anger.  In essence, they were saying, “Is this young nobody calling himself the 

Messiah?  How dare he!”  And subsequently, this carpenter’s son barely escaped 

moments later with his life.  His fellow town folk tried to throw Him off a cliff. 

 

When Jesus quoted that the Messiah would, “Proclaim liberty to the captives  

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound,” he was revealing to His 

hearers the Messiah’s purpose to declare that an important part of His gospel would 

be to emancipate His followers from the many horrible side effects of living in a 

sin-filled, broken, and dysfunctioning world.   

 

In Isaiah 61:1, the Hebrew term for “broken hearted” is “shabar.”  It means, “To 

have one’s heart broken, maimed, crippled, wrecked, crushed, and or shattered.” 

[Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon]  What that tells us about Jesus 

is that He knows that life seldom goes according to our expectations, even for the 

healthiest among us.  Disappointments, hurts, and events can cause the heart to 

break.  Some hearts are more broken than others, but we’ve all been wounded in 

one way or another.  The psalmist makes that clear in Psalm 109:22 when he 

declares, “
22

For I am afflicted and needy, and my heart is wounded within me.”   

Hence, Jesus’ history-altering proclamation ushered in the reality of God’s deep 

concern and passion for how people are doing on the inside.  He is able to release 

people from being slaves to sin, from being spiritually blind, and from being unable 
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to discern the truth about living a meaningful life in the midst of this crazy world.  

He is able to grant freedom to those who have been enslaved by their past hurts, 

habits, and hang-ups.   

 

There will come a day when the Messiah will reign as King, and all earthly 

oppressors will be judged by Him.  Revelation 19:11 tells us of that time.  It reads, 

“And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is 

called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.”  

(For now, note the use of the term “horse.”  It is significant, as we will see later.) 

 

But the Messiah’s coming as a judge and political King and liberator was not the 

purpose for His first coming.  As Jesus the Messiah, also known as the Son of Man, 

said early on in his ministry to Nicodemus, in John 3:17, “For God did not send 

the Son into the world to judge the world” (in other words, to set things 

politically right, to condemn the nations, or to make final judgment of sin), “but 

that the world should be saved through Him.”  Jesus was after healing the hearts 

of sinners.  He had come to seek and to save the lost, to forgive their sin, and to 

make them spiritually and emotionally whole by being in right relationship with 

God through a proper relationship with Jesus.  In short, Jesus mission was to 

transform lives.  That’s what He was openly declaring to his audience in the 

synagogue in Nazareth that day.  It was His mission statement. 

 

Now let’s move to three years later and the end of His ministry and ask and answer, 

“Had anything changed in people’s minds as to the purpose or mission for the 

Messiah?  Had they understood who He was, the Messiah, and the purpose of His 

mission?”  For some, they were getting warmer, understanding a little more that 

Jesus was indeed the Messiah; but for the most part, they were still confused as to 

why He had come.  In fact, it wasn’t until after Christ’s resurrection that even the 

eleven disciples would see their confusion change into understanding.  Indeed, 

Jesus had come to bring inner healing, which starts with the forgiveness of sin. 

 

As we now turn our attention to the last days of Christ’s ministry on earth before 

His crucifixion, we see how Jesus reiterated the purpose for His coming.  I want us 

to look at Luke 18:35, where Luke highlights the first of two cases of individuals 

that demonstrate that Christ’s mission hadn’t changed.  He did, up until the end, 

exactly what He said in the beginning He would do.   

 

Just so you can keep the time frame in mind, this scene takes place on Thursday, a 

week before Jesus is arrested and crucified.  It is a week before the annual Passover 

celebration in Jerusalem.  Thousands of people were on all the roads headed to 
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Jerusalem.  The easiest and most common route from Galilee to Jerusalem was 

down the highway just west of the Jordan River, through Jericho, then over a 

mountain trail through the hills to Bethany, and then on to Jerusalem.   

 

On this highway, two blind men had deliberately situated themselves.  Why?  

Because they knew that one of the signs of the Messiah was that He would have the 

power to physically heal those who were blind.  Word had reached these blind men 

that Jesus had indeed been healing the blind throughout Israel for the past three 

years.  They had heard He was coming down from Galilee to Jerusalem and so had 

placed themselves in his projected path with hopes that they might meet Him and 

that He would heal them.  

 

In Luke 18:35 we read:  

 

As Jesus was approaching Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the road 

begging. [Please note that Matthew’s account of this scene records that there 

were two blind men, but Luke chooses to focus in on just one of them.]  

36
Now hearing a crowd going by, he began to inquire what this was. 

37
They told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. 

38
And he called 

out, saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” [“Son of David” is 

a specific Messianic title.  This blind man had a reason for yelling out to 

Jesus, the one whom he had already believed was the Messiah.]  

39
Those who led the way were sternly telling him to be quiet; but he kept 

crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  

40
And Jesus stopped and commanded that he be brought to Him; and 

when he came near, He questioned him. 
41

“What do you want Me to do 

for you?”  
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And he said, “Lord, I want to regain my sight!”  

42
And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you 

well.” 
43

Immediately he regained his sight and began following Him, 

glorifying God; and when all the people saw it, they gave praise to God.  

Luke's primary purpose for including this incident in his narrative was to show that 

God, through Jesus, can give insight and salvation to those who humbly call on 

Him for mercy. The blind man’s insistence in ignoring the crowd’s rebukes to 

remain quiet reflected his belief that Jesus could help him and his hope that Jesus 

would help him. Opposition only made him more adamant in his desire.  

 

Interestingly, the title “Lord” used here obviously reflects more than a simple 

address of respect. It expressed the man’s faith in Jesus as being the Messiah. Jesus 

hastened to clarify that the man’s “faith” in Jesus’ being his personal Messiah was 

the instrumental cause of the healing. The man experienced salvation because of his 

faith in his Messiah, the “Son of David,” and joined the throng that would follow 

Jesus on His triumphal entry into Jerusalem three days later.  He immediately 

began glorifying God, and along with him, the crowd’s reaction was to give 

“praise to God.”  All of this reflects Luke’s interest in the joyful outcome of 

salvation.  

 

On the same day, on the way out of Jericho, Jesus met another man deeply in need 

of forgiveness, salvation, and a spiritual heart transplant.  Luke 19:1-10:   

 
1
He entered Jericho and was passing through. 

2
And there was a man 

called by the name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector, and he was 

rich. 
3
Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus was and was unable because 

of the crowd, for he was small in stature. 
4
So he ran on ahead and 

climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about to 

pass through that way.  
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5
When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, 

“Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” 

6
And he hurried and came down and received Him gladly.  

7
When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to be 

the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 

The crowd was grumbling because this tax collector, who was Jewish, was 

considered by other Jews to be a traitor, for he had traded in his nationality and his 

faith for the lucrative and extortionistic job of a tax collector for their oppressors, 

the hated Romans.  And Jesus was going to this man’s house to spend the night?  

What’s with this Jesus?  

 

But Zaccheus had a heart problem.  He was a wealthy, but lonely and shamed man.  

He knew he had been doing wrong and cheating and abusing people with his 

position.  As a result, he was empty inside.  He needed help. There was something 

about Jesus that drew him.  Maybe Jesus could help.  We continue reading in verse 

8:  

Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my 

possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of 

anything, I will give back four times as much.”  

9
And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because 

he, too, is a son of Abraham. 
10

For the Son of Man has come to seek and 

to save that which was lost.”  

Zaccheus demonstrated the same faith in Jesus, and consequent insight into his 

responsibility to follow Jesus and glorify God, that the blind man did.  His 

repentant heart was the evidence that led Jesus to proclaim him saved.  And then, 

Jesus reiterated His stated mission: “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to 

save that which was lost.”   Jesus had sought out many, especially among the lost 

sheep of Israel. He had saved those who would accept His gracious offer of 

salvation. Dr. Walter Liefeld, the distinguished professor emeritus of New 
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Testament at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, states in his commentary on 

Luke, “This whole incident is the epitome of the messianic mission described in 

Luke 4.”  [Liefeld, Walter L. “Luke.” In Matthew-Luke. Vol. 8 of The Expositor's 

Bible Commentary. 12 vols. Edited by Frank E. Gaebelein and J. D. Douglas. 

Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1984.]  

 

Jesus had truly come to give people spiritual life right here and now, and that more 

abundantly.  He came to forgive and to heal our wounds, whether self-inflicted or 

inflicted on us by others 

 

Presumably, Jesus left Zaccheus’ house the next morning, Friday, to make the 

daylong trek (a 3000-foot climb in elevation and 17-mile distance) to Jerusalem.  

He actually only got as far as fifteen miles to Bethany to stay at Simon the Leper’s 

home.   According to my “Harmony of the Gospels,” Mark 14:3-11 tells us that 

Jesus got there just before the sun went down and spent the rest of the Sabbath at 

Simon’s home. He stayed there until Sunday morning, when He made His 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  When he got to Simon’s home, he met with the 

risen Lazarus and was served a meal by his sisters, Mary and Martha.  One can 

presume that since Lazarus had been raised from the dead by Jesus only a week or 

so earlier, that when the knowledge got around town that Jesus was at Simon’s 

home, the place would have been quickly filled with people.  These very same 

people would have joined the throng of all of the others who had been following 

Jesus from Galilee to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover Feast.  They were as well 

hoping to observe the coronation of their King! 

 

While at Simon’s home, after supper Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with expensive 

burial oil.  When Judas Iscariot witnessed what he thought was a waste of good oil 

on Jesus, oil that could have been sold for a lot of money and which he could have 

pilfered, thief that he was, Judas finally decided he had had enough of following 

after Jesus.  He left that night, walked into Jerusalem to meet and to begin 

negotiations with the Jewish leaders to betray Jesus.   

 

The next morning, Sunday, Jesus left Bethany and headed to Jerusalem.  Look with 

me at Matthew’s account of the Triumphal Entry in Matthew 21:1-9.  
 

1
When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at 

the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 
2
saying to them, “Go 

into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied 



 9 

there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me. 
3
If anyone 

says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and 

immediately he will send them.”  

4
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5
“Say to 

the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold your King is coming to you, gentle, and 

mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”  

6
The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them, 

7
and 

brought the donkey and the colt, and laid their coats on them; and He sat 

on the coats. 
8
Most of the crowd spread their coats in the road, and 

others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them in the 

road. 
9
The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were 

shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He who comes in the 

name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest!”  

This deliberate preparation for a citywide reception is a stark difference from Jesus' 

former approach to ministry. Before, He had deliberately not drawn attention to 

Himself, but now He prepared to do so.  He had formerly withdrawn from the 

antagonistic hierarchy, but now He organized a parade that they could not miss. 

 

Contrary to what some believe, Jesus did not ride on a full-grown donkey, but upon 

the colt of a donkey, an animal that had never been ridden.  This is very significant.  

Most people in Jesus day, except the wealthy, walked everywhere. This is the only 

record of Jesus riding an animal. In doing so, He was preparing to recreate what 

King David did in his return to Jerusalem in peace and humility that is described in 

2 Samuel 19-20.  Solomon also followed this pattern of entrance into Jerusalem for 

his enthronement as recorded in 1 Kings 1. On each of these occasions, a king rode 

either a donkey or a mule.  
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As to this being a colt as compared to an adult donkey, it would have been 

remarkable that Jesus was able to control a presumably unbroken animal with an 

unfamiliar burden on its back moving through an excited crowd. This was just one 

more demonstration that Jesus was the Messiah who was the master over nature.  

The message being sent by his riding a donkey colt was, “Surely He could bring 

peace to Israel if He could calm the young colt.” 

 

Another observation concerning this donkey colt is that rulers rode donkeys in 

Israel during times of peace (Judges 5:10; 1 Kings 1:33).  This was a sign of their 

humble service to the people.  In contrast, warrior-kings rode horses.  In riding a 

donkey colt at this time, Jesus was not only demonstrating His Messiahship by 

fulfilling this messianic prophecy of riding a colt, but He was also sending the 

message that he was coming in peace, not violence, to unseat the Romans.  He was 

extending grace and mercy rather than judgment to the city.  He was coming as a 

servant now.  In the future when He comes again, He will return as a conquering 

King, bringing judgment, riding on a warhorse as is spelled out in Revelation 

19:11.   

 

Verse 3 is the only place in Matthew’s gospel where Jesus used the title “Lord” of 

Himself. In every other place the name “Lord” refers to Yahweh.  Even though it 

can be used as a respectful address, here it is used as a title of authority. Probably 

Jesus had previously made arrangements with the owner to use the animals. So 

when the disciples went to pick them up and were questioned, they explained that 

they were taking them to “the Lord,” who needed them.  Evidently, the owner was 

a believer in Jesus.  Jesus’ careful preparation for His Triumphal Entry into 

Jerusalem indicates that this which was about to transpire was no accident.  He 

knew and so did those with Him that this was the pageantry and entry of a King.  

 

In Matthew 21:4-5 are two lines of a quotation from Isaiah 62:11 and Zechariah 

9:9.  “Zion” is a poetic name for Jerusalem, often used of the city under Messiah's 

rule during the kingdom.  Matthew omitted quoting the part of Zechariah 9:9 that 

speaks of Messiah bringing national salvation to Israel.  He knew when he wrote 

the gospel account that Israel rejected Jesus.  That part of the prophecy is still to be 

fulfilled.  Yet, this was to be the King’s final and official offer of Himself, in 

accordance with the prophecy. 

 

The whole multitude, in verse 9, knew Jesus as the worker of miracles, and they 

remembered them. He had healed leprosy with a touch; he had made the blind see 

and the deaf hear and the lame walk; he had commanded the unclean spirits and 

they obeyed him; he had stilled storms and walked on water and turned five loaves 
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and two fish into a meal for thousands. So as he entered Jerusalem, they knew 

nothing could stop him. He could just speak and Pilate would perish; the Romans 

would be scattered.  He was sovereign.  They knew, but they didn’t understand. 

 

By the way, the word of praise that the crowd shouted out twice here, “Hosanna,” 

means, “Save now; deliver now; heal now; rescue now.”  Once again, they were 

thinking of deliverance from their political oppressors; but Jesus was not thinking 

about salvation in political terms.  He had been telling them for three years that as 

their Messiah, he had come to seek and to save the lost.  He had come to forgive 

them, to emotionally and spiritually heal them, to rescue and deliver them from the 

hurts, habits, and hang-ups that had controlled their lives.  Later, in verses 41-44, 

Jesus would weep for their lack of understanding about what He had been telling 

them clearly for years.  This Triumphal Entry was never about deliverance from 

political oppression.  This was about the rescuing and transforming of people’s 

lives. 

 

Look with me again at Luke 19:39-40.  We read, “
39

Some of the Pharisees in the 

crowd said to Him, ‘Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.’ 
40

But Jesus answered, ‘I 

tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!’”  “Some of the 

Pharisees” did not like the disciples using Messianic terminology for Jesus, 

thereby suggesting that He fulfilled prophecy.  They asked Jesus to silence 

(“rebuke”) them.  Obviously, they thought He would agree that the disciples were 

going too far. But Jesus replied with a strong statement in verse 40. “I tell you, if 

these become silent, the stones will cry out!” In other words, if you tried to keep 

these people from speaking from their hearts, there would be a real rock concert of 

praise for Jesus. 

 

Until that point, Jesus typically discouraged people from proclaiming that He was 

the Messiah. Now He not only allowed people to identify Him as such but He 

encouraged them to do so. The time of His official presentation to Israel as her 

Messiah had come. 

 

Let’s stop there and consider how this applies to us. 

 

Knowing your own circumstances this morning, if you were among the crowd at 

the time, what would you be asking Jesus to rescue you from?  From the election of 

some modern day political despot?  From a bad health situation?  A difficult 

relational problem you are having with a boyfriend, girlfriend, spouse, parent or 

child?  Would it be from financial difficultly or work related problems?  Although 

Jesus did not like the political problems and the oppression that the Jews were 
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under, He knew that that was not their biggest problem.  He knew that they were 

spiritually blind and needed a transformation of their hearts.  Likewise, Jesus is all 

knowing and He sees and knows all about you and your situation.  But how is your 

heart in the midst of it?  Are you bitter, impatient, feeling like you have a right to 

know, demanding justice, demanding answers to why there are road blocks to your 

plans?  Are you like this crowd, or are you more like the blind men and Zaccheus?  

Have you looked lately at your heart?   

 

“The Valley” by Ellie Holcomb 

 

I don’t want to face this valley; 

I don’t want to walk alone. 

You say that you’ll leave to find me-- 

Well, I am begging you now to come. 

 

Don’t think I can face the morning; 

The heaviness is on my chest. 

You say that you’ll lift this burden-- 

Well, I am begging you to bring me rest. 

 

Chorus 

 

So come and find me 

In the darkest night of my soul, 

In the shadow of the valley. 

I am dying for you to make me whole-- 

For you to make me whole. 

 

I can’t keep myself from sinking, 

From drowning down in all this shame. 

My throat is worn out from calling for help, 

And I am praying you’ll remember my name. 

 

I know I can’t fight this battle; 

Been surrounded on every side. 

You say that you will deliver me-- 

Well, I am praying that you’ll restore my life. 

 

Chorus 
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So come and find me 

In the darkest night of my soul, 

In the shadow of the valley. 

I am dying for you to make me whole-- 

For you to make me whole. 

 

Answer me out of the goodness of your love; 

In your mercy turn to me. 

I know it’s you that I’ve been running from, 

But I’m seeing it’s you I need, need. You’re all I need. 

 

Chorus 

 

So come and find me 

In the darkest night of my soul, 

In the shadow of the valley. 

I am dying for you to make me whole-- 

For you to make me whole. 

 

Are feeling whole right now, or are you feeling broken, living in shame from 

personal failure or from having made foolish choices that did not prove to serve 

you well in the end?  Are you wrestling with unbelief or doubt that Jesus really 

cares?  Do you feel like you have made a mess of things and want forgiveness so 

that you can make a new start?  Then, why not cry out to Jesus, as this song says, 

“So come and find me, Jesus,” and He will come.  For He came to seek and to save 

the lost, to forgive, and to bring healing to our hardened and wounded hearts.   

 

Look again at what Jesus said of Himself and His ministry to you, in Isaiah 61:1-2.  

Keep in mind the italicized words. 

 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,  

Because the LORD has anointed me  

To bring good news to the afflicted;  

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  

To proclaim liberty to captives  
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And freedom to prisoners; 

2
To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD 

And the day of vengeance of our God;  

To comfort all who mourn.” 

If this is your need this morning, then why don’t you turn to Jesus and cry out to 

Him, “Son of David, have mercy on me!  Heal me!  Forgive me!”  If that is 

something you would like to do, then let me pray with you and for you. 

 

This morning, you may not be in need of healing, for God has recently done a work 

in your life, and things are right for once.  You are like the recently healed blind 

man or the recently forgiven tax collector.  Then what kind of sacrificial praise and 

thanksgiving can you offer up to Jesus for having delivered you recently.  You can 

say, “Blessed is the King, for He has mercifully done     for me!” Why 

not quietly share that with Him.  And then I will openly share my praise to Him. 

 

Heavenly Father, I want to praise you for this church and for its leadership and the 

people who cared so much for me that they moved as you directed to gift Becky 

and me with a much needed time of sabbatical rest.  I thank you and praise you for 

a time not only to receive physical rest, but a time to have my inner being healed.  I 

was able to uncover personal wounds I didn’t even know existed, and wouldn’t 

have, if You had not called me away to rest.  I praise you for your healing. I wish to 

praise you and glorify You through my further following after you and serving 

these dear people as long as You see fit.  We pray that Jesus would be lifted up, and 

hurting people would find true inner healing through Him.  Amen. 
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